BLESSING OF OUR DWELLING

November 15, 2015
Gather at the Entrance by the San Damiano Cross
Leader:  When Christ took flesh in Mary, he made his home with us. Let us now pray that he will continue to enter this home and bless it with his presence.  May he always be here among us; may Christ nurture our love for each other, share in our joys, comfort us in our sorrows. Let us seek to make our home a dwelling place of love, diffusing far and wide the goodness of Christ.   Here, O God, may this community show acceptance and welcome to all, extend generous hospitality to friends and relatives, give shelter to the homeless, and show compassion to those in need. We pray with Jesus Christ.   Amen.
Reader:  We are God’s chosen, God’s saints. God loves us and we should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven us; now we must do the same. Over all these clothes put on love. May the peace of Christ reign in our hearts, because it is for this that we were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you.  The word of God.

All:  O God, protect our going out and coming in; let us share the hospitality of this home with all who visit us, that those who enter here may know your love and peace.  Amen.


All go from room to room, offering prayers of blessing,  sprinkling holy water and singing the refrain:  May Christ find a dwelling place, a place in our hearts. May our lives be rooted in love, rooted in love.
In the living room:  O God, give your blessings to all who share this room, that we may be knit together in fraternitas. Grant this through Christ our Lord.  All: Amen
In the kitchen: O God, you fill the hungry with good things.  Send your blessing on us as we work in this kitchen, and make us thankful for our daily bread.  Amen.

In the dining room:  Blessed are you, ever-present Holy One, for you give us food and drink to sustain our lives and make our hearts glad. Help us to be grateful for all your mercies, and mindful of the needs of others. Grant this through Christ Jesus who dwells among us. Amen.  Pray together:  May the Holy One, who created us from words and dust and called us good, inhabit our every hunger, dwell in each desire, and encompass us in all the choosing that lies ahead. 

 Sing:  May Christ find a dwelling place, a place in our hearts. May our lives be rooted in love, rooted in love.    
In the two pantries:  Creator God, who out of chaos brings order; who invites us not to store up too many treasures,  continue to give us hearts and voices of gratitude for all these riches. Send your blessing on all those who work to keep these rooms clean and in order. Amen.

At the thresholds of the parlor, TV room and computer room:  (Pray together)                                                 God of these thresholds this we pray: that what comes in, enters by consent and by invitation.  That what passes through, crosses over with grace and with mercy; that what dwells within, resides in delight, and in integrity; that what goes forth, emerges for peace and for blessing.  Amen.
 May Christ find a dwelling place, a place in our hearts; may our lives be rooted in love; rooted in love.
At the Library:  May the quiet of this library space gift us with refreshment, wisdom and insight through its wide variety of offerings.  Amen.
Facing the bedrooms we pray together:  Protect us, Loving Holy One, God.  Protect us as we stay awake; watch over us as we sleep, that awake we may keep watch with Christ, and asleep, we may rest in His peace.  May your Divine Presence be in our minds, in our hearts and in our dreams. Amen.

Move from bedroom to bedroom beginning with Jean’s room, then Janice’s and Eleanor’s blessing each room and naming the person who resides there with the blessing on the attached index card.  At the end of each bedroom blessing all pray: “May God give you restful nights and a peaceful death. Amen.”
In the guest room:  All: May our guest room be blessed by our Divine Guest and may it be a restful welcoming space for our Sisters, family and friends who come to share in God’s love within our community.

In the activities/all-purpose/sewing room and the sitting/TV room across:   Let us give praise to the scissors for they are elegant in their stainless sharpness.  Let us give praise to the pins for they are precise in their piercing art.  Let us give praise to the needle, praise to the thread, praise to the meetings their marriage makes. Thimble and chalk, tape measure and gauge, seam ripper, pincushion, bobbin: let us give praise to these and to the blessed utility of all things that give themselves to the art for which they were made.  All:  Bless our comings and goings in these rooms.  Bless these rooms which provide a place to work, a place to relax and a place to exercise.  May the Spirit who has inhabited creation from generation to generation move through us with power and with grace. Amen.
Continue to go from bedroom to bedroom.  After Marcia’s bedroom, all pray the following:
All  the bathrooms:  All:  Blessed are you, Creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in wisdom and love. Refresh us in body and in spirit, and keep us in good health that we might serve you. Grant this through Christ the Lord.  Amen.

 May Christ find a dwelling place, a place in our hearts; may our lives be rooted in love; rooted in love.

Chapel:  (Light candles; have oil in visible container on altar; chairs in semi-circle; sit)
Leader:  (With holy water, leader in silence sprinkles the sacred objects and those gathered in the chapel) 
 Leader:  Let us pray:     Pray in alternate sides with everyone praying the last two lines of the blessing.   
May the door of my inner home be wide enough to receive those who hunger for kindness, to receive those who are lonely, or isolated from friendship.

May it welcome those who have cares to unburden, thanks to express, hopes to nurture.

May the door of my heart be narrow enough to shut out pettiness and pride, envy and enmity.

May the door of my heart be closed to self-righteousness, selfishness, and harshness.

May its threshold be no stumbling block to receiving those who are different than I am.

ALL:  May my inner home be for all who enter, the doorway to spiritual richness and a more meaningful life.

Leader:  Together let us pray “A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation” from “Laudato Si” (alternate sides) 
Father, we praise you with all your creatures.

They came forth from your all-powerful hand;

They are your, filled with your presence and your tender love.

All: Praise be to you!

Son of God, Jesus,

Through you all things were made.

You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,

You became part of this earth,

And you gazed upon this world with human eyes.

Today you are alive in every creature in your risen glory.

All: Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light you guide this world toward the Father’s love

And accompany creation as it groans in travail.

You also dwell in our hearts and you in spire us to do what is good.

All:  Praise be to you!

Triune God, wondrous community of infinite love, teach us to contemplate you

 in the beauty of the universe, for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all creatures of this earth, 

For not one of them is forgotten in your sight.

Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference,

That they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O God, seize us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of your Reign of justice, peace, love and beauty.

All: Praise be to you!  Amen.

All:   Be our shelter, O Holy One, when we are at home, our companion when we are away, and our welcome guest when we return, and at last receive us into the dwelling place you have prepared for us where you live forever and ever. Amen.  May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts and may the word of Christ in all its richness dwell in us, so that whatever we do in word and in work, we will do in the name of the Lord. Amen.
Leader:  Let us now stand and face the woman sitting next to you.  As I bring the blessed oils to you, please anoint the person you are facing and pray a blessing on her.  Do the same for the other, then pass the oils to the next two.
Leader:  Let us give everyone a Sign of Peace followed by singing the Tota Pulchra Es .
